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Marriage
“The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a woman establish between
themselves a partnership of the whole of life, is by its nature ordered toward the good
of the spouses and the procreation and education of offspring; this covenant between
baptized persons has been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament.”
(CCC 1601; CIC c. 1055, 1)

Welcome!
In the Uptown Catholic Region (St. Monica St. George, Annunciation, and Holy Name),
we desire to guide, assist, and accompany engaged couples as they begin their
journey of a life of complete self-giving and receive this sacrament which Jesus Christ
established for the building up of the Christian community.
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General Information
Please contact our wedding administrator, Sarah Rose, at least six months before your
proposed wedding date (but preferably before then, as marriage preparation takes
time).  This not only helps you get the date and time you desire, but also gives you
ample time for the spiritual preparation necessary before marriage.

Please note that the date and time are not firmly placed on our calendar until you have
met with one of our priests and discerned together your readiness to celebrate the
Sacrament of Matrimony.  Also, before the date is set, we need to have:

● received your completed premarital information form,
● received your baptismal certificates,
● and received the deposit.

Our wedding administrator, Sarah Rose, can be contacted:
● through the website: https://uptowncatholic.org/preparation-for-marriage
● by email: sarahrose@uptowncatholic.org
● or by phone: (513) 381-6400 x106

One of our priests will then contact the engaged couple for an initial meeting.  At this
meeting, the expectations for preparation will be clearly articulated.

The engaged couple needs to bring to this meeting a recently certified baptismal
record.

● If baptized Catholic, send to the parish of baptism and receive a new baptismal
record from that parish; the original or copies of the original are not sufficient.

● If baptized non-Catholic, bring in the original or a copy of the original of the
baptismal certificate which was received at baptism.

If you would like another priest or deacon to celebrate your wedding, that will need to
be approved by one of our priests.  Please give us his information (pastoral
assignment, address, phone number, email address).  The visiting clergy are expected
to abide by the guidelines either articulated here or communicated by our parish staff.
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Our Expectations for Marriage Preparation
We require attendance at Sunday Mass as part of marriage preparation.  We also
strongly encourage a daily prayer life and regular reception of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation (Confession).  At the very least, the engaged couple should go to
Confession shortly before their wedding.

In addition to that, we require:
1. Attendance at a Genesis retreat in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.

● Information on and registration for Genesis can be found at
https://www.centerforthenewevangelization.org/marriage-family/marriage
-preparation.

2. Completion of a Fully Engaged inventory.
● This will be completed by each of the prospective spouses and reviewed

with the priest.
● The cost of the inventory is paid by the couple.

3. Participation in Witness to Love
● Information about this is found on the following page
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Witness to Love
Witness to Love is a dynamic path of marriage preparation in which an engaged couple
chooses a couple that they know and trust (preferably from the parish where you
regularly attend Sunday Mass) who will accompany them before and after their
wedding.

We realize that Witness to Love asks a lot – and that you are already busy preparing for
your wedding day in other ways!  However, marriage is primarily about living a life-long
vocation to which God has called each of you – and we want you to be prepared for
that!  Marriage is not about doing the minimum just to fulfill requirements – so this
preparation should be approached with the zeal with which you approach your
wedding day!  We hope you are as excited as we are to enter this process!

The process goes like this:
● First, you choose a mentor couple.

o This couple should have a marriage which you both admire, attend Mass
regularly and regularly practice their Catholic faith, and have been
married in the Church for 5 years or more.

● Have an “coaching session” with your mentor couple and your presider
o This session is where you and your mentor couple learn how to go

through the monthly meetings and learn about the Scavenger Hunt List.
The crucial thing about this meeting is to cement you and your mentor
couple together and to encourage the mentor couple to share their
marriage with you and really mentor you!

● Meet 6 times (generally monthly) with your mentor couple
o There is a little “homework” done in between meetings.  This includes

some preparation for each monthly meeting and a daily follow-up, which
generally includes the couple working on their relationship with each
other and having intentional conversations.

● Complete the Scavenger Hunt List with your mentor couple – this includes both
fun and practical things such as:

o Going to Mass with your mentor couple
o Going on a double date with your mentor couple
o Praying a Holy Hour together
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Seasons, Days, and Times for Weddings and
Rehearsals

Weddings can be celebrated in every liturgical season, but they must be celebrated in
accord with that season.  Therefore, those weddings celebrated in Lent and Advent
must be celebrated and decorated in accord with the penitential nature of those
seasons.  Weddings cannot be celebrated on Good Friday or Holy Saturday.

We have three times when weddings can be scheduled:
● Friday at 6pm
● Saturday at 1:30pm
● Saturday at 6:30pm

Due to our parish schedule, we have only a few times when we can schedule wedding
rehearsals.
During the school year, we can schedule rehearsals at these times:

● Wednesday at 6:30pm
● Thursday at 6:30pm

Outside of the school year, we can schedule rehearsals at these times:
● Wednesday at 5:30pm or later
● Thursday at 5:30pm or later

To provide a Friday evening time slot for wedding rehearsals, it may be possible to
reschedule your rehearsal to Friday evening within 6 months of your wedding date.
Wedding rehearsals cannot be scheduled earlier than 5pm in these cases.
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Music and Liturgy Planning
Liturgy Planning
To plan the wedding liturgy, you will receive a “Together for Life” book to assist you.
To make your choices, please fill out the sheet at the end of “Together for Life” or fill it
out online at https://togetherforlifeonline.com/selectionform/. Please forward these
choices to Sarah Rose.  Speak to the priest preparing you if you have any questions.

Music Planning
The music for your wedding can be both a source of great beauty and a strong unifying
force to draw your guests together in prayer and celebration.  Your wedding music is
governed by the liturgical guidelines of the church.  In general, the music for your
wedding should resemble the music done for a Sunday Mass. All music selections must
be sacred and in keeping with the sanctity of the sacrament.

To simplify your planning, we have created playlists of some of our recommended
music for your wedding.  Visit https://uptowncatholic.org/wedding-music to hear them.
A music planning sheet can be found on that same website.  This sheet is due two
months before your wedding date.  It can be returned to the Director of Music in the
parish office.

Your wedding fees include your organist.  They do not include a cantor.  An organist
and cantor are required for all weddings. If you would like extra musicians, this wish
must be communicated at least 2 months before your wedding date. Please familiarize
yourself with the fees for cantors and extra musicians below.

We take responsibility for providing a musician to play. All extra musicians will be hired
by the Director of Music.  Requests for outside musicians must be made at least two
months in advance and must be approved by the Director of Music.  Only musicians
who are trained in Catholic liturgy will be permitted.
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Photography
Photography and videography are permitted before, during, and after the ceremony.
However, they must work diligently to be discreet, so that they might not detract from
the solemnity and beauty of the wedding ceremony.  At all times, they must respect
the sacredness of the space.

Pre-wedding photography can begin one hour before the start of the wedding and
must conclude 30 minutes before the start of the wedding.

No flash or extra lighting is permitted during the ceremony.  Only flash is permitted at
the entrance procession.  The entrance procession is the only time when the
photographer may (discreetly) station himself in the center aisle.

After the entrance procession, the guidelines are as follows:
● The photographers can come no closer than the third pillar on the music side,

due to line of sight issues for the musicians. (St. Monica St. George)
● They can set up behind the first pillar on the bride’s side.
● They can never enter the sanctuary at any time.
● All movements in the side aisles should be discreet.
● They can never cross the center aisle at the break in the pews.
● All video cameras are to be set on a tripod in a stationary position.
● They can use the side and back balconies for camera work.

After the ceremony, 45 minutes is allotted for photography (please note that on
Saturdays, we have Confession scheduled before the vigil Mass and this takes
precedence – all photography must be concluded before this begins).

The photographer should see the wedding coordinator to ascertain the guidelines.  We
reserve the right of restricting the photographer or videographer for not abiding by the
restrictions.
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Reserving Your Wedding Date
To reserve a wedding date and time, contact Sarah Rose, the Wedding Administrator.
In addition to submitting your information on the online form and meeting with a
priest, a non-refundable deposit of $250 is required to reserve a wedding date and
time.  The remaining balance for the total fee needs to be paid one month before your
wedding date. Do not pay any fees without first talking to the Wedding Administrator.

You can pay the deposit and fee in two ways:
1. By check

● Make the check for the deposit or fee out to St. Monica St. George Parish
Newman Center.  Note your names and the date of your wedding in the
envelope.  Please address the envelope as follows:

St. Monica St. George Parish Newman Center
ATTN: Sarah Rose
328 W. McMillan St.
Cincinnati, OH 45219

2. Online
● This is done through WeShare, found here (click the “Make a Donation”

button under Wedding Fee Payment; include your names and your
wedding date in the notes).

Please note that the stipend for visiting clergy is not included in the fees.
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Fees to the Parish
The wedding fee for active parishioners is $1,150.
The wedding fee for non-parishioners is $2,150***
The fee for wedding preparation (without a ceremony here) is $250

The $250 deposit is part of the wedding fee.  The remaining balance for the total fee
needs to be paid one month before your wedding date.

The fee, except for the cantor and extra musicians, is paid to the parish in the manner
described above (either by check or online).

***If you are a non-parishioner wishing to use our church for your wedding, you are
required to complete your prep elsewhere and provide your own presider for the
ceremony

Other Fees
There are other fees outside of those paid to the parish.  They are:

● $200 to the cantor
● $200 for each additional musician

These are paid with a check made out to the cantor and each musician.  The wedding
administrator will communicate when these checks need to be paid.

Please note that the stipend for visiting clergy is not included in the fees.  We
recommend a $200 stipend.  This stipend is paid directly to the priest or deacon and
not handled by us.
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Other Information
We ask wedding parties to be prompt and cooperative for wedding rehearsals.

At St. Monica St. George, the bridal party can gather in the small undercroft of the
Church for preparations, if they wish. We are not responsible for any possessions left
unattended in the Church at any time.

The groom and ushers should arrive at least 30 minutes before the start of the
wedding.  The bride and bridesmaids should arrive at least 15 minutes before the start
of the wedding.  The wedding will not be delayed because anyone is late.

None of the Church furnishings or decorations may be removed by the florist or the
wedding party.  You may only add to what is in place.  You can only use masking tape
or wire to hold decorations in place.  Please note that, in the sanctuary, altars are for
sacred use and not as flower stands.  Weddings that are celebrated in the penitential
seasons of Advent or Lent must be decorated in accord with the penitential nature of
that season.

We do not allow wedding registers at the Church.  If you wish to have a wedding
register, we recommend that it is used at the wedding reception.

We do not allow the throwing of rice, bird seed, confetti, rose petals, or anything else,
either inside or outside the Church.

Aisle runners are not allowed.  They present a safety hazard.

The use of a unity candle is not allowed.  The rich symbolism already present in the
Catholic wedding ceremony should be allowed to speak for itself.  If you wish to have a
unity candle, we recommend that this takes place at the wedding reception.

For those couples who have a devotion to Mary, you can present flowers to Mary after
Communion to dedicate your new marriage to Jesus through Mary.

Only the bride and the groom are responsible for coordinating the details of the
wedding.  We will not work with wedding planners or parents.
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We provide wedding coordinators to assist us at the wedding rehearsal and wedding
itself.  These coordinators are members of our staff and they have final authority over
all aspects of the wedding on our property.

No alcohol may be consumed on church property, either before or after the ceremony.
No consumption of alcohol by anyone in the wedding party before the wedding – they
will be strictly excluded from participating in the ceremony.

You will need to acquire an Ohio Marriage License and bring that license to the
wedding rehearsal.  For Hamilton County’s license requirements, you may call (513)
946-3589 or visit
https://www.probatect.org/marriage-license/marriage-licence-process.

Please understand that we are unable to make exceptions to these policies.  We take
on great responsibility in accompanying you on your journey to marriage and we take
that responsibility very seriously.  Because of your choice to have your wedding at one
of our parishes, you also choose to abide by our policies.  It is possible that we need to
change our policy without informing you.

Contact Information
Fr. Ethan Moore, Pastor

frethan@uptowncatholic.org | (513) 381-6400 x110

Fr. Christopher Komoroski, Parochial Vicar
frkomo@uptowncatholic.org | (513) 381-6400 x108

Steve McNanaman, Director of  Music
steve@uptowncatholic.org | (513) 381-6400 x105

Sarah Rose, Director of  Family Faith Empowerment
sarahrose@uptowncatholic.org | (513) 381-6400 x106

Parish Website
https://uptowncatholic.org
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Wedding Preparation Checklist
At least 6 months prior to wedding date 

Contact Sarah Rose, our Wedding Administrator
Make a first appointment with priest
Submit information through online form to Wedding Administrator
Pay $250 deposit to the parish
Set wedding date on church calendar
Groom’s baptismal certificate sent from parish of baptism to regional office
Bride’s baptismal certificate sent from parish of baptism to regional office
Discern a mentor couple to accompany you through Witness to Love

After first meeting with priest
Complete Fully Engaged inventory 
Meet with priest to discuss the Fully Engaged inventory
Meet with priest and mentor couple for “coaching session”
Meet monthly with your Witness to Love mentor couple

● First Meeting: The Courage to Love
● Second Meeting: The School of Love
● Third Meeting: The Support of Love
● Fourth Meeting: The Gift of Love
● Fifth Meeting: The Summit of Love (Theology meeting with priest)
● Sixth Meeting: The Labor of Love

Between 3 and 6 months prior to wedding date
Attend Genesis retreat or Engaged Encounter weekend 
Discuss and submit musical options with the Director of Music
Submit request for additional musicians to the Director of Music
Complete M-1 Insert and send to presider
Complete “Together for Life” liturgy plan and send to presider

1 month prior to wedding date
Turn in Scavenger Hunt List for Witness to Love
Pay balance of fees (no later than 1 month from wedding date)
Obtain Marriage License from County Office (needs to be acquired within 60
days of wedding date for Hamilton County, Ohio)
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